
 

Ag Literacy Programs in the Library
By Joan VanSickle Sloan, 
Public Relations Manager, Blount County Public Library, Maryville, Tennessee 

Each year, Tennessee supports Ag Literacy Week to help children and 
adults think about how agriculture plays an integral role in our daily 
lives, along with how our food is raised and processed.  An increased 
knowledge of agriculture and nutrition allows individuals to make 
informed personal choices about their diet and health.  Further details 
at Tennessee Agriculture  https://www.tennesseeag.org. 

Regularly, the Blount County Public Library often partners with 
the Blount County/University of Tennessee Extension agents to 
present public programs at the library - for gardening (spring, 
summer & fall vegetables, preparing gardens for winter, raised 
garden beds, etc.) and for landscaping (types of trees that thrive 
in East Tennessee, pruning shrubbery, selecting annuals and 
perennials for different types of sun exposure, landscaping with wood ornamentals, etc.). 
We've found that the Extension agents are usually very well informed and good presenters.  
They also know other experts in the field who can be invited to give programs on specific topics. 

We have hosted an Ag Day at the library and invited farmers of different products (dairy, honey, 
row crops, cattle, gardens, landscapers and more) to set up interactive exhibits for the public.  A 
Saturday (or summer) works well when children can participate so that they can see/experience 
where milk comes from, for example. (No, not from a carton at the grocery store; but from the 

cow that is tethered outside the building, 
accompanied by an observant and verbal 
farm attendant).

Having a display of farm equipment and 
tractors also has an effective impact on 
patrons - if there's space for such an "exhibit" 
near the library building.

We also partner with the Master Gardeners 
organization whose members, in exchange 
for free meeting room space for their annual 
training sessions, maintain, replant and keep 
the "Shakespeare Garden" at the back of the 
library in picture-perfect condition. Because 
Master Gardeners are required to do 
teaching as part of their program, they can 
sometimes give presentations.

The Children’s Department has scheduled 
story time programs on the theme of  “Off 
We Go to the Farm!”
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Friends of  Tennessee Libraries
a tnfriends resource

https://www.tennesseeag.org


The library has a tent booth at the Maryville Farmers Market 
every 4th Saturday of the month from Mid April - Mid 
November!  “Come support our local farmers.  We have free 
cold drinks for you and your doggie, and lots of information on 
great up-coming programs at the BCPL!”  
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In addition, the library has also 
hosted presentations by farmers 
and cooks about food supply and its 
use.

“Good gardeners cook and good 
cooks garden” says Jeff Ross, 
Blackberry Farms Farmstead 
Educator.

Blackberry Farms' Jeff Ross to 
present program at Blount County 
library   http://tinyurl.com/
BlackberryFarmsatBlountLibrary

Blackberry Farms has created two cook books  - The Foothills Cuisine of Blackberry Farm: 
Recipes and Wisdom from Our Artisans, Chefs, and Smoky Mountain Ancestors  and  The 
Blackberry Farm Cookbook: Four Seasons of Great Food and the Good Life.

Additional Ideas for Promoting Ag Literacy 
Library Friends group members are a great resource:   

1) to help the library purchase ag-related books and media for the library’s collection, and  
2) to invite community farmers to do programs for children and adults about how they 

produce a safe and affordable food supply, while providing a humane environment for 
their livestock. 

Leah Krotz, Director of the Belleville Public Library in 
Kansas, reports that,  ‘During the months of October-April, a 
smaller version of our community's Farmers Market is held 
INSIDE the library!  Vendors set up tables and sell their 
baked goods, farm produce, jams and jellies, soaps, 
handmade jewelry, and crafts from our meeting room.  It's a 
win-win: extending the market for year-round income and 
bringing more people into the library.”
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Growing, Cooking, Eating and Reading Vegetable Soup
by Katie Gill-Harvey
This picture book takes the reader through the stages of growing a garden 
starting with selecting and planting seeds all the way through picking and 
cooking.  It includes a recipe for vegetable soup which could be prepared 
by Friends to serve to listeners after the story.
http://childhoodlist.blogspot.com/2011/09/30-growing-making-and-eating-
vegtable.html

Ag Literacy Resources especially for Children  
Children’s Books about Food  
by Oregon State University Extension Services
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/nep/curriculum/Wellness%20Ways/
Nutritious%20Food%20Ideas/children_books_food.pdf  

From Farm to Table: 10 Books about Food & Farms  
by Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art
http://www.carlemuseum.org/blogs/shop-talk/farm-table-10-books-about-
food-farms

Recent Children’s Books on Agriculture: A Selected List 
by National Agricultural Library
http://lomavistafarm.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/KidsAgBooks-3.pdf 

Books for Teaching about Farms and Farm Animals
by Jan Tankey
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plan/books-teaching-
about-farms-and-farm-animals

Ag Literacy Library Books and Activities   tennesseeag.org
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/1e1cac_ccfce09f1100459abb546b5fd2ee8a54.pdf

Recommended Books for Agricultural Literacy Library
http://www.tnfarmbureau.org/content/literacy-library

Library to Farm to Table: Public libraries increasingly offer food production programs
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2016/11/01/library-farm-to-table/ 

If You Feed Them, They will Come by Sandy Hutchins, Leesburg (Florida) Public Library
http://www.programminglibrarian.org/blog/if-you-feed-them-they-will-come

One American farmer now raises enough food and fiber for 155 people. 

FRIENDS OF TENNESSEE LIBRARIES  

4109 Forest Glen Drive     Knoxville, Tennessee 37919 
Website: www.friendstnlibraries.org  l  Facebook Page: http://tinyurl.com/FOTLFacebook 

Membership Form:  http://www.friendstnlibraries.org/support-us/membership/   
Newsletter / Facebook Page Editor - Martha Moore Gill:  marthagill491@gmail.com 

The electronic version of this fact sheet can be found at: 
http://www.friendstnlibraries.org  
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Former Tennessee Department of Agriculture 
Commissioner Julius Johnson reads to 

children during Ag Literacy Week.
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