
Tennessee Friends of Libraries Week  -  An Ideas Tool Kit  
PROCLAMATIONS  &  ARTICLES  

To recognize and celebrate the volunteer and fundraising work of Friends in local community 
libraries, the American Library Association United for Libraries designates a week in October as 

Friends of Libraries Week.  
Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam has proclaimed 

October 16-22, 2016, as Friends of Libraries Week in Tennessee 
and encourages all citizens to join in this worthy observance. 

To help local groups initiate recognitions in their communities, the 
Friends of Tennessee Libraries (FOTL) has compiled this Tool Kit of Ideas.
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FRIENDS OF TENNESSEE LIBRARIES 

Date:   October 2016 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:  
Friends of Tennessee Libraries (FOTL)   
Don Reynolds, President
Phone:  865.475.2030
Email:  don.reynolds2030@gmail.com
Address:  P.O. Box 278,  Talbott, Tennessee 37877

Governor Haslam Proclaims Friends of Libraries Week
Nashville, TN -  To recognize the incredible amount of volunteer work and fundraising that 
citizens do to support their local public libraries, Governor Bill Haslam has proclaimed October 
16-22, 2016, as Friends of Libraries Week and encourages all citizens to join in this worthy 
observance.

“At a time when community libraries are being used more than ever, offering new 
technologies and formats while budgets are shrinking, citizen Friends of Libraries are critical 
to the success of their libraries,” said Don Reynolds, President of the Friends of Tennessee 
Libraries (FOTL).  “Friends support the library and expand its effectiveness in the community.  
Friends also provide an opportunity for individuals to make a positive contribution to their 
community.” 

Residents in local communities join together as Friends of the Library to support, 
improve, and promote their public libraries as an essential institution of a democratic society.  
Public libraries are an American value, born of the idea that a free people should have free 
access to all kinds of ideas and information.  Members volunteer in a variety of ways to help 
provide high-quality services by raising funds and stimulating the use of the library. 
       

Friends of the Library understand the importance of library service to the community 
since most citizens could never afford to buy all of the books, magazines, newspapers, DVDs, 
CDs, databases, software, and computers the library offers individuals and families. 

Friends of Tennessee Libraries is a volunteer organization of individuals and groups 
dedicated to supporting Tennessee libraries and local Friends of Library Groups.  More 
information is available at www.friendstnlibraries.org 

[Include information about Friends group(s) in local library(ies).]
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Friends of Tennessee Libraries 2015 Friends of Libraries Week Press Release
in the Jefferson County The Standard Banner

The Sevier County Public Library System celebrated National Friends of Libraries Week with 
an appreciation reception and visit to Sevier County Commission meeting. Representatives of 
the Friends of Sevier County Public Library System (King Family, Kodak Branch, & Seymour 
Branch) attended for a presentation of the Friends of Libraries Week Proclamation approved by 
the commission and signed by Mayor Larry Waters (holding plaque). 
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Letter to the editor of the Knoxville News Sentinel: 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Friends of the 
White County 
Public Library  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National Friends of Libraries Week 

SAMPLE PROCLAMATION - PUBLIC LIBRARIES

Whereas, Friends of the (insert name) Library raise money that enables our library to move 
from good to great -- providing the resources for additional programming, much needed 
equipment, support for children’s summer reading, and special events throughout the year;

Whereas, the work of the Friends highlights on an on-going basis the fact that our library is the 
cornerstone of the community providing opportunities for all to engage in the joy of life-long 
learning and connect with the thoughts and ideas of others from ages past to the present;

Whereas, the Friends understand the critical importance of well funded libraries and advocate 
to ensure that our library gets the resources it needs to provide a wide variety of services to all 
ages including access to print and electronic materials, along with expert assistance in 
research, readers’ advisory, and children’s services;

Whereas, the Friends’ gift of their time and commitment to the library sets an example for all in 
how volunteerism leads to positive civic engagement and the betterment of our community;

Now, therefore, be it resolved that (fill in name and title of official) proclaims October 16-22, 
2016, as Friends of Libraries week in (city, country, state) and urges everyone to join the Friends 
of the Library and thank them for all they do to make our library and community so much better. 

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

October 16-22, 2016, is the 11th annual celebration of National Friends of Libraries Week, 
making it a good time to publicly thank the Friends of the (name) Library who contribute so 
much of their time and expertise to significantly enhance our services. Our Friends group began 
in 1986 and over the course of the past 20 years, they have donated over $1,000,000 to cover 
the costs of children’s programming, special collections, and equipment. In fact, the Friends 
ushered our library into the digital era by funding our very first computer lab.

I know that the (name) Library is a source of pride for our community. Our Friends group is a 
source of pride as well. I hope this week everyone will call or visit the library to find out how they 
can join and support this outstanding group.

Sincerely,

(name)
Library Director
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SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE

(City, State) Date -- The (fill in the name) Library will be spending the week of October 16-22, 
2016, celebrating its Friends of the Library group as part of the 11th annual celebration of 
National Friends of Libraries Week. The Friends of the (name) Library were established in 1986 
and have raised over $1,000,000 for the library to date. Currently over 500 community members 
contribute annually to the Friends, and nearly 35 of these contributors actively volunteer their 
time to assist the group with fundraising efforts that include the annual used book sale held 
every spring.

[Quote from local library Friends president, such as]  “The library has always played such an 
important role in my life and in my family’s life,” said Friends president Margaret Smith. “I truly 
enjoy being able to give something back – and being an active member of this group is fun!” 
Other officers of the organization are (add names and office).  

Celebration activities include special children’s programs through the week based on the theme 
of friendship. All are invited to a night of music and chocolate on [day of week, date] at [time] at 
[location]. “Love letters” to Friends by the library staff will be posted throughout the library for all 
to view.  

[Quote from local library director, such as]  “Our library would be much poorer without the 
Friends,” said library director Bill Jones. “The funds they raise definitely put the icing on the 
cake. I think most patrons would be surprised to learn how many of the services and programs 
they enjoy are supported by the Friends.” Please visit contact the library at (phone number) to 
learn more about the week’s activities, and to find out how to become a member of the Friends. 

###

Compiled by 
Donald B. Reynolds, Jr. 

for the 

FRIENDS OF TENNESSEE LIBRARIES  
4109 Forest Glen Drive     Knoxville, Tennessee 37919 

Website: www.friendstnlibraries.org  l  Facebook Page: http://tinyurl.com/FOTLFacebook 
Membership Form:  http://www.friendstnlibraries.org/support-us/membership/   

Newsletter / Facebook Page Editor - Martha Moore Gill:  marthagill491@gmail.com 

The electronic version of this booklet can be found at: 
http://www.friendstnlibraries.org 

- �  of �  -16 16

http://www.friendstnlibraries.org
http://tinyurl.com/FOTLFacebook
http://www.friendstnlibraries.org/support-us/membership/
mailto:marthagill491@gmail.com
http://www.friendstnlibraries.org

