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Williamson County Group
Named 2014 Friend of Year

FOTL Honors Two 
At its annual meeting in Memphis 

on April 25, FOTL recognized two 
individuals for their contributions 
to local Friends. Both will receive a 
certificate of appreciation and a cash 
award of $100.

Judy Titsworth, president of the 
Putnam County Friends who has also 
served as vice president and events 
chair, was described as a diligent and 
creative worker and an inspiring leader. 
Under her leadership the annual Dinner 
with an Author has become a major 
community event in Cookeville, and in 
2014 a book-art contest was added to 
the event. Whether she is decorating, 
providing food, volunteering for library 
activities, or simply doing what needs 
to be done, she is appreciated by the 
Putnam County Friends.

Jill McMasters has been 
instrumental in the establishment 
of the newly organized Kingston 
Friends by working on the group’s 
bylaws and developing memoranda of 
understanding with the library, board, 
and Foundation. Jill also strengthened 
Roane County’s Imagination Library 
by securing funding, enlisting the aid 
of local churches, and creating and 
maintaining a database of donors.

Though the Friends of the Williamson County Public LIbrary has been assisting 
its library for over 50 years, it was the organization’s recent support of the library’s 
publication of an original book that captured the designation of Friend of the Year 
for 2014. The annual award, co-sponsored by the Friends of Tennessee Libraries 
and the Tennessee Library Association, was presented by FOTL President Don 
Reynolds to Debbie Eads, president of the Williamson County Friends, at the TLA 
conference in Memphis during the Trustees and Friends luncheon on April 24.

Williamson County Friends responded to the library’s request to fund Bucky 
and Bonnie’s Library Adventure, a children’s book featuring two miniature horses 
under the imprint of the Academy Park Press. That venture won the Best in Show 
award from the American Library Association in competition with 340 other librar-
ies throughout the United States and eventually led to the publication of a second 
book, Bullets and Bayonets: A Battle of Franklin Primer, for young readers.
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Don Reynolds congratulates Debbie Eads, president of Williamson County Friends, as Julie Webb looks on.
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We Have Lost a Good Friend
By Donald B. Reynolds, Jr.
FOTL President

On the left side of this page, you will find the name of Treasurer Ed 
Jared. Ed joined the FOTL Board in 2001 as representative from the Upper 
Cumberland Region and had been elected 
treasurer since 2002. In fact, he was re-
elected just this past April at out Annual 
Meeting. On June 3 we received the sad 
news that Ed had passed away.

Acerbic wit and TV personality Henry 
Morgan wrote a delightful children’s book in 
1964, O-Sono and the Magician’s Nephew 
and the Elephant (1964), in which Selma 
the elephant says she doesn’t know how to 
be a friend.

“Oh, it’s easy . . . .” Chan, the magician’s nephew, tells her,
“A friend knows your troubles and says, ‘There,there!’
And holds your hand and pats your hair
And lends you a hanky for your eyes,
A friend gives you grape juice and peppermint pies . . .
He takes your side in case there’s a fight,
And when you’re wrong he says you’re right!”

Ed was just such a friend in every sense of the magician nephew’s 
description.

Ed was a much-beloved and highly respected distinguished gentle-
man who cared deeply for libraries and their value to our communities. He 
volunteered significant service to his local library, regional library, and FOTL 
boards. Ed was a member of the Rotary Club of Cookeville (Noonday) for 
42 years where he served as president, was a multiple Paul Harris Fellow, 
and exemplified Rotary’s principal motto: Service Above Self. He leaves a 
legacy of service to his family, church, and community.

His full obituary can be found at <http://www.hhhfunerals.com/
obituaries/Ed-Jared/#1/Obituary> and a tribute video may be seen at 
<http://tinyurl.com/noebtpw>.

Ed’s personable inclusionary attitude, thoughtful and dedicated 
commitment, and helpfully conscientious work ethic were much appreciated 

and will be greatly missed. He was a true friend in 
every sense of the word.

As Julie Webb, one of FOTL’s founding 
directors, wrote, “Ed was a princely gentleman 
who was a tireless and very effective advocate for 
Tennessee libraries. What a privilege to have known 
him!”

Our FOTL Board offers its sincere condolences 
to Ed’s wife, Wanda, and the entire Jared family.

Ed Jared (1935-2015)

Ed at work at a recent
 FOTL board meeting
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Tennessee Public Library Trustee Certification Program

Lighting the Way
cluding strategic, long-
range, technology, disaster 
and financial planning.

The knowledge of 
responsible fiscal matters 
… matters!  That’s why 
the certification program 
covers what Tennessee law 
has to say when it comes 
to managing library dol-
lars. Trustees play a major 
role in approving proposed 
budgets and overseeing the 

spending of funds.
Another important area of con-

cern to trustees is policies and bylaws. 
Program topics in this category include 
how to adopt, interpret, and administer 
public library policies.

Finally, advocating for public 
libraries is fundamental. Included in 
this section of the program are tips on 
effective public relations, how to make 
an elevator speech, how to promote a 
library’s message, and how to cultivate 
a relationship with government officials.

So, to recap, why is a trustee 
certification program being offered? 
Because the well being of Tennes-
see’s public libraries depends on it!  
Beginning July 1, library board trustees 
across the state of Tennessee will 
embark on a year of online and face-to-
face training. By doing so, library trust-
ees will earn certification good for three 
years. Even more importantly, Tennes-
see’s public libraries will be the better 
for it—and so will all Tennesseans!  

Check out the training opportuni-
ties: <http://tsla.libguides.com/trust-
eecert>.

By Betty Jo Jarvis
Director
Stones River Region
The Regional Library System 

of the Tennessee State Library 
and Archives will roll out its new 
Public Library Trustee Certification 
program beginning July 1.  This 
program is designed to provide 
specialized training to help library 
board members be better stew-
ards of the public resources they 
are entrusted to manage.

Why is it important for libraries to 
have certified trustees?

Board members are appointed 
by their local governing bodies to 
ensure services meet the needs of 
their communities and to provide 
responsible oversight in the planning 
and implementation of public library 
services.  Our trustees are volunteers 
with various backgrounds and experi-
ences, hardworking and dedicated. This 
certification process will help them be 
better leaders, by shedding light and 
providing useful training on the various 
responsibilities they’ve assumed in their 
important role as a public library trustee. 

The program is tailored to suit the 
busy lives of library board members in 
a concise and user-friendly way. The 
program will offer online self-directed 
training, with attached easy-to-read 
documents, embedded Internet site 
links, and on-demand webinars and 
PowerPoint presentations to educate 
and inform participants. Completing the 
certification process will assist them in 
becoming the best library trustees a 
library could hope to have!

Topics covered in the program in-
clude personnel, planning, finance, poli-
cies and by-laws, and the all-important 
advocacy. Each topic will assist board 
members in making policy and deci-
sions based on the needs of their library 
staffs, their communities, and most 
importantly their library patrons.

The course will begin with an 
overview of public library history, as well 
as a look at 21st century library trends 
and ideas.  We can’t expect trustees to 
know where we’re going if they don’t 
understand where we’ve been. 

When it comes to personnel, the 
program will educate library trustees in 
finding, retaining and encouraging great 
library directors and empowering those 
directors to hire and retain excellent 
staff.

Of course, certified library trustees 
will be better planners. That’s why the 
program will help trustees not only to 
plan for their next board meetings but 
also to be better prepared in creating 
future building programs. Public librar-
ies need focus and vision which come 
jointly from trustees and staff. Various 
forms of planning will be covered—in-
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By Martha Gill, FOTL Editor
Participants in the 2015 FOTL Annual Meeting, 

hosted by the Friends of the Memphis Public Library, 
went home on April 25 having learned many lessons—
about hospitality, about a wonderful library and an 
amazing Friends group, and marketing.

First, hospitality: Memphis music, Memphis food, 
and a Memphis welcome were features of the Friday 
evening reception at the Benjamin J. Hooks Library. 
Saturday morning’s breakfast and lunch continued to 
convince us that Memphis food can’t be beat. And then 
there’s the warmth of the welcome by Jacque Jenkins, 
president of the Memphis Friends, and other members 
of that group; Memphis Mayor A C Wharton, Jr.;  Library 
Director Keenon McCloy, Nancy Knight, Stephanie 
Jones-White, and other staff.

The main library’s teen center 
under construction, the Second 
Editions bookstore, and the 
extraordinary crew in charge of online 
book sales, not to mention that crew’s 
well-organized and spacious work 
place—all left us a little green with 
envy. 

About marketing, the theme richly 
developed by our hosts Memphis 
Friends, we learned from Memphis 
Mayor A C Wharton, Jr., that framing 
the library as the conservator of 
culture helps to engage the public will to support it.

From Miguel Figueroa of the ALA Center for the 
Future of Libraries we learned to publicize those 
trends that are already evident in our libraries such 
as connected 
learning, fast casual, 
gamification, the 
sharing economy, and 
the maker movement. 
To that list Mr. 
Figueroa said that he 
would add publication 
of original material 
after he learned that 

Memphis Friends Sponsor Enlightening Conference

Lessons Learned at FOTL Annual Meeting 

 From self-styled “Marketing Guerrilla” Taylor Berger 
we picked up some rules for people who don’t really 
like rules. Among them: Marketing is not about ideas; 
it’s about action. Do anything you have to do, but quit 
unproductive endeavors. Be uncomfortable; being 
uncomfortable is where you will learn.

Kathryn Bennett and Vickie Bailey detailed for us 
the many resources that Tennesseans can access 
24/7 through the Tennessee Electronic Library (TEL): 
e.g., courses in world languages, test prep and 
practice tests, tools to discover family history, help with 
homework, and assistance for business professionals.

Stephanie Jones-White, 
Memphis Public Library marketing 
director, is devoted to making 
the Friends a household 
name by promoting what the 
Friends do and who they are. At 
neighborhood meetings Friends 
read to children. A training camp 
for dads teaches parenting skills. 
At a college fair Friends pay for 
lunches for venors and students. 
A mini library in the Transit Station 
puts Books on Buses. Boooks 
for Halloween are distributed 

to children compliments of the Friends. Coupons 
for reductions at the Second Editions bookstore are 
distributed with the Friends’ compliments. “Friends 
can help you clean out your closets” is a campaign to 

encourage people to 
donate books to the 
Friends for resale in 
support of the library. 

FOTL is committed 
to helping Friends 
succeed. The program 
designed by Memphis 
Friends fits perfectly 
into that goal.

the Williamson County Friends, winners of the 2014 
Friend of the Year Award, had published two books for 
young readers.

Keenon McCloy on Friends of Memphis Public Library:
“Our Friends group has many extraordinary members 

and volunteers—some volunteers work many more hours 
individually than our own paid staff.  Doctors, managers, 

a former postmaster, CEOs, retirees, former library 
employees, writers, readers, teens—all come together 

to do something or another wonderful at all our locations 
throughout Memphis and Shelby County.  Seven days 

a week. The paycheck?  Personal satisfaction and 
gratifying activities that make them happier.”
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Susie Webb Ries, Julie Webb, and 
Miguel Figueroa from the ALA 

Center for the Future of Libraries

Stephanie Jones-White, Memphis Public 
Library marketing director

Jacque Jenkins, president of 
Memphis Friends, with FOTL 

President Don Reynolds and FOTL 
Secretary Dwight Shepherd

Mayor A C Wharton, Jr.

Keenon McCloy, director of 
Memphis Public Library

Jacque Jenkins, president, 
Memphis Friends

TEL’s Kathryn Bennett, left, and   
Vickie Bailey 

Taylor Berger with Susie Webb Ries and 
Julie Webb

What’s trending in libraries

From left, Kay Due and FOTL board representatives from Memphis Sally 
Smith and Jacque Wallace

Keenon McCloy with Susie Ries, Julie Webb, and Knox County Library’s Casey Fox
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   Delegation Talks about Libraries in Washington
President-Elect Sundquist Joins Group

Photo from Tennessee State Library and Archives
Sen. Corker met the Tennessee delegation at Library Legislative Day May 5. From left, front: Dorcas 
Davis, Susan Jennings, Susan Earl, Vivian Wynn, Sen. Corker, Chuck Sherrill, Beth Frerking, Janis Perry. 
Rear: Kent Oliver, Sue Knoche, William Sundquist. The delegation met separately with representatives of 
all 11 Tennessee legislators to discuss library issues.

Thank You, FOTL
By William Sundquist
FOTL President-Elect
Greetings, Friends of Tennessee 

Library members.
I had the honor of representing you 

all in Washington on May 5 to support 
Tennessee libraries for National Library 
Legislation Day on the Hill. The day 
was filled with meetings in congres-
sional offices from all over our state. I 
along with Chuck Sherrill, state librarian 
and archivist, discussed the issues and 
challenges facing libraries today.

 Being a volunteer and employed 
full time outside of the library indus-
try, I believe my words were very well 
received from the legislative staff. I 
enjoyed telling Tennessee’s story in 
Washington, and I know our time made 
a difference and a positive impact for 
libraries.

 Thank you for the privilege to 
represent Tennessee Libraries!

Preparing delegates for National Library Legislative Day, the American Library 
Association (ALA) identifies a number of issues that might be addressed. (For the 
2015 list, see <http://www.ala.org/advocacy/sites/ala.org.advocacy/files/content/
Collected%20Issue%20Briefs_0.pdf>.) Vivian Wynn, leader of the Volunteer 
State delegation, reports that the Tennessee group concentrated on three issues: 
funding for libraries as a part of an effective elementary and secondary school 
program, continued financial support for the Library Services and Technology Act 
(LSTA), and support for reform of the USA Freedom Act recently debated in the 
Senate.
n Though research shows that effective school library programs foster higher 
student achievement, school libraries and librarians are often eliminated from 
school budgets when money is tight. The Tennessee delegation asked that 
dedicated library funding be included in the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act (ESEA).
n Inasmuch as access to information is both a core belief of a democratic society 
and an established principle of librarianship, the Tennessee group asked for 
legislation that would ensure “that all non-classified government information is 
available to members of the public in an accessible format.”
n LSTA is the only source of federal aid to libraries through matching state grants. 
Continued funding of LSTA ensures that local libraries will still be able to respond 
to growing demands for library services.

FOTL’s William Sundquist with TLA President Susan 
Jennings and State Librarian and Archivist Chuck 
Sherrill



    Spring 2015                                            Friends of Tennessee Libraries newsletter                                                           7   
            

FOTL Grants Will Assist Three Groups 
Local Friends work hard to advocate for their libraries, to increase their membership, and to raise 

the money that such projects require. By awarding grants of $300 to each of three organizations, 
Friends of Tennessee Libraries will help groups  in Lobelville, Putnam County, and Sevierville to  
succeed. Recipients were announced at the FOTL annual meeting in Memphis on April 25.

AdvocacyFundraising Membership
Friends of the King Family Library 

in Sevierville will use the FOTL grant of 
$300 to advocate for disabled citizens in 
the community by offering one or more 
seminars on the features of the tablet 
that enhance access for those with 
disabilities.  

Led by an expert educator and 
successfully marketed, the seminars will 
focus on such features as large print 
and voice-enabled enhancements. In 
addition the seminars will also introduce 
new skills and highlight the excellent 
selection of assisting technology that 
already exists at King Family Library.

Formed in 2010, the King Family 
organization lists many programs 
and services that it has supported in 
the past: the arts, children’s services, 
monthly budget for book purchases for 
the library, monthly Lifelong Learning 
programs for the community, used book 
sales, and summer reading programs. 
Online the group may be follwed at 
<www.seviervilllibrary.org/friends-of-
the-library>.

 “Redneck Games” are 
intended to raise funds for the 
summer reading program and other 
children’s activities supported by 
Friends of the Lobelville Public 
Library in Perry County.

Tickets will be sold for such 
activities as a hubcap toss, tug of 
war, a costume contest, a Twinkie-
eating contest, and “redneck 
horseshoes” featuring toilet seats. 
Snacks like “dirt cake” and taco-in-
a-bag will also be sold. The event 
will also jumpstart the summer 
reading program in June and 
July and, it is hoped, attract new 
members to the Friends.

In the past year the active 
organization of 16 has raised over 
$4,000 during 14 fundraisers. It has 
hosted 1,596 children and teens in 
various programs like a Back-to- 
School Party, a Harvest Hoedown 
Concert and Corn Maze, monthly 
movies, and an Easter Egg Hunt. 
Furthermore, the group has applied 
for and received non-profit status.

The purpose of the Lobelville 
Friends is to maintain an association 
of persons interested in good library 
service; to increase the facilities 
and service of the public library; 
and thus to enrich the cultural 
opportunities available to Lobelville 
citizens. Its services for the library 
include making the public aware 
of the library’s resources and  
recommending programming.

Putnam County Library Friends 
will apply its $300 FOTL grant to 
the production of an attractive and 
professionally designed membership 
brochure. Intended to reach potential 
members, 2,500 full-color brochures 
will explain the group’s mission and 
describe the organization’s activities 
in support of the library. 

The brochure will carry the 
message “This project was funded 
in part by a grant from the Friends of 
Tennessee Libraries.”

The pamphlet will be distributed 
at the group’s monthly book sale, at 
the group’s annual Dinner with an 
Author and Coffees with an Author, 
and at the library’s circulation desk.

Putnam County Friends’ 190 
members help to support the library’s 
magazine subscriptions, summer 
reading programs, other activities 
for children and teens, guest 
appearances for the group’s annual 
meeting, and pizza for the library 
staff’s in-service meeting.
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By Martha Gill
FOTL Editor
A chapter from history appeared 

in my mailbox recently.
The cover letter read: 

Re: FOTL records
Hello.
I am Tim Matheson. I was the 

incorporator and first president of 
FOTL. I recently retired and went 
through my files and found the 
enclosed and thought you might 
be interested. If not, you can 
dispose of them as you wish. 

Thank you for all the good 
work you do.

Signed:
Tim Matheson
Bristol, TN

The name was familiar to me 
because of Julie Webb’s brief 
history on the FOTL website:
<http://www.friendstnlibraries.org/
the-beginnings-of-fotl/>.
But the packet sent by Mr. 
Matheson was rich in detail that was  
new to me. Consider the document 
“History of Friends of Tennessee 
Libraries.”

In the spring of 1992, the 
Tennessee Library Association 
extended an invitation to Friends 
groups across the state to 
join with them in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, to try to establish a 
statewide Friends of Tennessee 
Libraries. Attendance at that 
meeting was encouraging and 
from the list of attendees the 
Tennessee Library Association, 
with the help and cooperation 
of the State Library System, put 
together a steering committee to 
move toward the establishment of 
such a group. 

In October1992 the first 
steering committee meeting 
was held at the State Library 
in Nashville and attended by 
representatives of Friends groups 
throughout the state. Also in 
attendance were the president 
of TLA, Ms. Patricia Watson; Dr. 

Ed Gleaves, the State Librarian; 
Ms. Sandra Nelson, the Assistant 
State Librarian; and Mr. Bill Mott, 
representing university libraries. 

In early 1993 the steering 
committee again convened to 
establish some framework for the 
organization and to draw up a 
draft bylaws and charter for FOTL.

The charter was submitted 
and approved by the State of 
Tennessee, and the bylaws were 
drafted, fine tuned, and approved 
at a subsequent meeting in 
March, 1993.

Throughout this process 
the members of the steering 
committee were hard working, 
energetic, and totally committed 
to the concept of an independent 
organization to promote libraries 
from the user’s viewpoint. 
However, without the help of the 
Tennessee Library Association 
through a grant of $800 and that 
of the State Library, it would have 
been impossible. Additionally, 
thanks should go to the 
Friends groups from Memphis, 
Brentwood, Jackson, Johnson 
City, and Knoxville, who made 
funding contributions in order 
to allow the steering committee 
to take the initial steps toward 
incorporation and organization.

The presence of the past is very 
much in evidence in this issue of our 
newsletter. 
n FOTL’s association with TLA 
continues as we co-sponsor the 
Friend of the Year award.
n We continue to work with officials 
at the State Library and Archives.
n Our members throughout the 
state perpetuate the hard work, 
energy, and commitment of the 
steering committee members.
n The city of Memphis, supporter 
of the beginnings of FOTL in 1993, 
renewed its commitment to our 
statewide organization when the 
Memphis Public LIbrary planned 

and produced an outstanding 
annual meeting in 2015. 
n Our founding mother Julie Webb, 
now a member of FOTL’s advisory 
committee, continues to support and 
guide us.
n FOTL under the leadership of 
the current board continues to 
be the all-volunteer, not-for-profit 
organization “propelled by the 
interest, concern, and motivation 
of its members” envisioned by its 
founders in 1993.  Thank you, Tim 
Matheson and your colleagues, for 
being a part of our past, our present, 
and our future.

1993 FOTL 
Executive Board

President Tim Matheson
Johnson City

President-elect Julie Webb
Knoxville

Secretary Frances Manley
Arlington

Treasurer Pat Buzzell
Brentwood

Vice President-Membership 
Charlotte Brannon
Greenback

Vice President-
Communications
Suzanne Griffiths
Bartlett

Representatives
Carol Yellin
Memphis

Gentry Crowell
Lebanon

Sue Parsons
Athens

Nancy Ostheimer
Elizabethton

FOTL’s Past Speaks to the Present
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What’s New in Libraries?
In Tennessee, It’s in Tipton County

“Shouldn’t the riches of our libraries 
be shared?” asked Harvard’s Robert 
Darnton (above), who spoke at the 
University of Tennessee on Wednesday, 
April 1. The Digital Public Library of 
America (DPLA), launched in April 2013, 
is Darnton’s answer to that question. 

Launched in April 2013 and funded 
largely by grants from foundations, the 
DPLA attempts to make the resources 
of libraries, archives, and museums 
available to everyone free of charge. 
The DPLA has drawn nearly a mil-
lion visitors from around the world to 
view 8 million books and objects from 
more than 1,300 institutions. According 
to Darnton, the power of the Internet 
puts the ideals of the Enlightenment, 
the intellectual movement in Europe 
during  in the 17th and 18th centu-
ries, within reach through the DPLA.  
You’ll catch a glimpse of Darnton on 
<YouTube:https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=m0ngLBa4ewM>. 

Article reprinted from Friendsider (April 
7, 2015), electronic publication of Friends of 
the Knox County Public Library

United for Libraries 
Names ’15-’16 Veep/
President-Elect

Susan Schmidt, immediate past 
president, Friends of the Little Falls 
Library (Bethesda. MD) and media 
assistant, Wood Acres Elementary 
School (Bethesda, Md.), has been 
elected 2015-2016 United for Libraries 
vice president/president elect.

Schmidt has served on ALA 
Council and is current United for 
Libraries Division councilor. She served 
as president, secretary and a member 
of the board of directors under Friends 
of Libraries U.S.A. (FOLUSA, the 
organization that preceded United for 
Libraries). For many years she has 
helped to coordinate “Nuts and Bolts for 
Friends, Trustees, and Foundations” at 
the ALA Midwinter Meetings and Annual 
Conferences. Schmidt has also been 
a member and workshop leader for the 
Advocacy Training Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Library Advocacy and a 
member of the Library Advocacy NOW 
Subcommittee.

“I am honored to be chosen as the 
president-elect of the ALA division that 
supports and encourages the many 
library volunteers—friends and trustees 
—who work tirelessly for our libraries,” 
said Schmidt. “This is an exciting and 
challenging time for public, academic and 
private libraries across our country and 
United for Libraries will be at the forefront.”

In Tipton County, collaboration is the news.
Local government, state government, and the Tennessee Board of Regents have joined forces 

to create under one roof the new Dyersburg State Community College Learning Resource Center, 
Student Center, and Tipton County Public Library. Children, adults, and Dyersburg State students have 
flocked to the new three-in-one facility. In September 2014, a ceremony held in the Baptist Memorial 
Health Care Academic Building auditorium marked the grand opening of the 54,000 square-foot facility.  

The new library features 280 computers, 75 of which will be available to the public. WiFi throughout 
the building will make the Internet accessible on patrons’ laptops, tablets, and other devices if no 
computers are available. A community room and drop-down projectors will enhance the building as 

a public gathering place. The 
facility’s plan also incorporates 
space specifically designed to 
accommodate and appeal to small 
children; for example, there is a 
room equipped with a small stage 
and a kitchen, and an entrance and 
exit has been designated for little 
ones.

For students several small 
rooms in the library can be used 
by small study groups or students 
being tutored.

The learning center section of 
the building includes several large 
classrooms, more than 60,000 
books and audio-visual materials, 
access to hundreds of thousands 
virtual books for downloading, and 
close to 500 computers for students, 
staff, and public-library cardholders.

Students will also be attracted 
to the Student Center wing where 
they will find a computer lab, rooms 
for free tutoring services, workout 
equipment, and a recreation room 
equipped with pool tables, ping 
pong tables, and video games. 

The county contributed $3 
million to the $9.8 million project, 
which took only four years to 
complete. The Tennessee Board 
of Regents was involved in the 
process because it is charged with 
overseeing construction for the 
state’s colleges and universities.

Source: Discover Faces & 
Places (Winter 2015), a special 
annual publication of The Leader, 
Covington, TN.

Digital Public Library
Hopes to Reach All
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Here and There, Friends’ Spring Network Buzzes
‘Souper Saturday’
Bowls ’em Over
In Smyrna

By Theresa Pickett
President
Friends of Smyrna Library
On Saturday, January 24, the 

Friends of Smyrma Library held 
their first “Souper” Friends Saturday 
membership drive from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. in the library. Members pro-
vided 10 pots of delicious soups. 
To name a few, there were lobster 
chowder, taco soup, chili, French 
onion, split pea, and potato. A local 
Wendy’s provided the soup bowls. 
Snowmen and other winter decora-
tions carried out the day’s theme. 

Friends of the Smyrna Library 
welcomed any and all to come in 
for a free cup of soup and crackers. 
Patrons were able to try multiple 
soups if they so chose. Chocolate 
candies were strewn on the tables 
for patrons to enjoy. Those attend-
ing could also pay their 2015 mem-
bership dues and receive their new 
membership card right on the spot. 

FOSL also posted displays of 
the many opportunities for volun-
teers through the Smyrna Friends. 
Sign-up sheets for each activity 
were provided so that members 
could indicate what they would be 
interested in hearing more about. 

The event was well received. 
Friends of Smyrna Library plan to 
repeat the Souper Friends Saturday 
during their 2016 membership drive.

Editor’s note: You can keep 
up to date with the Smyrna, TN, 
Friends on Facebook: <https://www.
facebook.com/friendsofsmyrnalibrar
ytn?fref=nf>.

King Family Friends
Hold Annual Meeting

By Diane Johnson
President
Friends of King Family Library
Friends of the King Family Library 

in Sevierville held its annual meeting 
Thursday, May 28, in the Burchfield 
Room of the library. A short business 
meeting included the presentation 
of annual and committee reports, 
proposed bylaw changes, and election 
of the following officers for the next 
fiscal year: Cathy Dronen, president; 
Marti Agler, vice president; Christine 
Flammang, recording secretary; Dusty 
Walker, corresponding secretary; 
Sharon Duff & Susan Sarten, co-
treasurers; and Diane Johnson, past 
president.

Following the business session, 
special guest speaker Daniel Paulin 
presented his new book, Lost 
Elkmont. He has been fascinated 
by the community and people of 
Elkmont since he began visiting 
the National Park in the 1980s. 
His meticulously researched book 
recounts the history of the area and 
includes beautiful vintage photographs. 

Author Steven James
Speaks in Cleveland

Friends of the Library Association 
(FOLA) for the Cleveland/Bradley 
County Public Library welcomed 
best-selling novelist Steven James to 
the library on April 30. The author’s 
suspenseful Patrick Bowers and Jevin 
Banks series have won wide acclaim. 
Mr. James, who has a master’s 
degree in storytelling, teaches that 
craft as well as the art of writing to 
students around the world.  

The Friends also sponsor the 
FOLA Book Nook on the main floor 
of the library where customers can 
purchase magazines, videos, and 
music CDs for as little as 25 cents 
and books for as little as 50 cents. 
Funds go to support the children’s 
library and programming. 

The Friends have published 
an attractive brochure detailing the 
organization’s programs and services 
like Book Buddies, which pairs an 
interested volunteer with a person 
who is homebound. The volunteer 
checks out books that the shut-in 
might like and takes them to the 
person’s home. 

Volunteers also abound in the 
library where they assist patrons at 
the information and reference desks, 
help to shelve books, and teach a 
class or two.
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Putnam County Friends
Honor Wanda Jared

Putnam County Friends have 
recognized Wanda Jared for her 
dedication and hard work as a board 
member of the Putnam County 
Library Friends by presenting her 
a certificate of appreciation and 
purchasing books for the library in 
Wanda’s honor

Wanda and her husband Ed 
have been a remarkable pair who 
have led by serving the public 
interest. Wanda recently retired from 
the board of Friends of Tennessee 
Libraries which she served as an 
effective and committed regional 
representative. Wanda’s husband 
Ed devoted many years to FOTL as 
the organization’s treasurer.

Knox County Friends
Present NPR Co-Host

Steve Inskeep, co-host of NPR’s 
Morning Edition, talked about his new 
book Jacksonland: President Andrew 
Jackson, Cherokee 
Chief John Ross, and 
A Great American Land 
Grab on June 2  at 
the Bijou Theater in 
Knoxville.
<knoxfriends.org>

Putnam County Friends President Judy Titsworth, 
right, presents Wanda Jared a certificate of 
appreciation for Wanda’s service on the Putnam 
County Friends’ board. 

FOTL Updates
n FOTL welcomes Lou and Rob Joyner of Union City and Janis Perry 

of Jackson to the Board of Directors.
n Doreen Flash has assumed the duties of FOTL’s membership chair. 

She succeeds Connie Albrecht, who has rendered efficient and exemplary 
service to FOTL in that capacity for many years. A former FOTL president, 
Connie remains on the Advisory Committee.

n Since more and more visitors come to the FOTL website using 
mobile devices, a separate design has been added to the site that loads 
up on smartphones. Take a look on your iPhone or Android: <www.
friendstnlibraries.org>.

n Don Reynolds, FOTL president has compiled an annual report that 
is now available online at <http://tinyurl.com/kzjskt8>.  This has been a 
busy year!

n Don Reynolds, Susie Webb Ries, and Julie Webb met with regional 
library directors in Columbia, TN, on June 11 to discuss ways in which 
FOTL can accomplish its mission of helping and supporting its members 
as they work to integrate their library thoroughly into the life and work of 
their communities. These ideas will be shared with the FOTL Board as it 
develops long-range plans at its quarterly meeting in June.

 

About Those Webb Women . . .
On May 18 at the White 

House, Julia Webb Bland, 
CEO of the Louisiana 
Children’s Museum in New 
Orleans, received one of 
the 2015 medals presented 
by the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services (IMLS): 
<http://www.imls.gov/
news/2015_medals_louisiana_
childrens_museum.aspx>.

Julia’s sister Susie Webb Ries of Nashville is past president of the 
Friends of Tennessee Libraries. And both are the daughters of our own 
Julie Webb, FOTL’s second president, now a member of the FOTL Advisory 
Committee, and an inspiration to us all. 

To chat about libraries, on June 7 
in Dandridge Don Reynolds brought 
together Matthew Jordan, director 
of the Clinch River Regional Library; 
Martha Gill; Kathy Dempsey, author 
of “The Accidental Library Marketer,” 
and Pam Dennis, University of 
Memphis. Kathy and Pam were 
presenters at the conference of the 
Association of Christian Librarians at 
Carson-Newman University in June.
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The Friends of Tennessee Libraries is a volunteer 
organization of individuals and groups dedicated 
to supporting Tennessee libraries and local 
Friends of Library groups through
n Establishing and helping Friends of Library 
groups succeed
n Communicating with libraries and trustees about 
the value of Friends
n Serving members as a communication network 
and clearinghouse for information
n Advocating for library funding and legislative 
support on a local, state, and national basis

____________Check here if you want to receive your newsletter electronically.
Make checks payable to Friends of Tennessee Libraries. Send to 

FOTL Membership Chair Doreen Flash, 3384 Bell Street, Ashland City, TN 37015.

Membership Application
Become a Friend of Tennessee Libraries

(Membership year is January to December.)

 INDIVIDUAL or FAMILY  ORGANIZATION
 q Individual $15/yr q 1-49 Members $25/yr
 q Family $25/yr q 50-99 Members $55/yr
 q Silver $50/yr q 100-499 Members $75/yr
 q Gold $100/yr q 500 Members $100/yr
 q Platinum $500/yr 

 Name _______________________________________________ Phone __________________

 Address _____________________________________________________________________

 City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________________

 TN County _______________________ E-Mail ____________________________________

TEL: Reaching Your Library at Home Is Easier Than Ever!
Go to <www.tntel.info>


